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Board in accordance with USDA 
policies. To ensure that the 
recommendations of the Board have 
been taken into account the needs of 
diverse groups, served by the Black 
Hills National Forest, membership shall 
include, to the extent practicable, 
individuals with demonstrated ability to 
represent the needs of men and women 
of all racial and ethnic groups, and 
persons with disabilities. 

Dated: March 11, 2014. 
Gregory Parham, 
Assistant Secretary for Administration. 
[FR Doc. 2014–06070 Filed 3–18–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3411–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Angeles National Forest, California, 
Littlerock Reservoir Sediment Removal 
Project 

AGENCY: Forest Service, (USDA). 
ACTION: Notice of intent to prepare an 
Environmental Impact Statement. 

SUMMARY: The USDA Forest Service 
(Forest Service) and the Palmdale Water 
District (District) will prepare a joint 
Environmental Impact Statement and 
Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) 
for sediment removal and construction 
of a grade control structure at Littlerock 
Reservoir, in Los Angeles County, 
California. The District has submitted an 
application to the Forest Service for a 
special use authorization for the project. 
The Forest Service is the lead Federal 
agency for the preparation of this EIS/ 
EIR in compliance with the National 
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), and 
the District is the lead State of California 
agency for the preparation of the EIS/
EIR in compliance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 

The Littlerock Dam and Reservoir are 
located on Littlerock Creek, on National 
Forest System (NFS) lands managed by 
the Angeles National Forest. The project 
is approximately 10 miles southwest of 
the city of Palmdale, California. The 
Dam and Reservoir are operated and 
maintained by the District, pursuant to 
a Forest Service special use permit. The 
facilities serve both flood control and 
municipal water storage purposes. The 
Reservoir also provides recreational 
opportunities for boating, fishing, 
swimming, picnicking, and off-highway 
vehicle riding. 

The proposed action would construct 
a grade control structure midway 
between the dam and the southern end 
of the Reservoir; remove sediment from 
the Reservoir to restore original 

capacity; and maintain capacity by 
conducting annual sediment removal 
through the life of the authorization, 
until 2037. 

The Forest Service and the District 
invite written comments on the scope of 
this proposed project. In addition, the 
lead agencies give notice of this analysis 
so that interested and affected 
individuals are aware of how they may 
participate and contribute to the final 
decision. 

DATES: Comments concerning the scope 
of the analysis are requested by April 
15, 2014. One public information and 
scoping meeting will be held at the 
Palmdale Water District, March 25, 
2014, 7:00 p.m., 2029 East Avenue Q, 
Palmdale, CA 93550, (661) 947–4111. 
The Draft EIS/EIR is expected in 
September 2014 and the Final EIS/EIR 
is expected March 2015. 
ADDRESSES: To submit comments on the 
scope of the project or potential 
environmental impacts, or to request a 
copy of the Draft or Final EIS/EIR, or to 
be added to the project mailing list, 
please write to the Forest Service/
Palmdale Water District c/o Aspen 
Environmental Group, 5020 Chesebro 
Road, Suite 200, Agoura Hills, CA 
91301. Email communications should 
be sent to LSRP@aspeneg.com, and 
should include name and return 
address. Information about the project 
and the environmental review process 
will be posted on the Internet at: http:// 
www.palmdalewater.org/LSR.aspx. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
additional information related to the 
proposed project on NFS lands, contact 
Lorraine Gerchas, Project Manager, 
Forest Service, Angeles National Forest 
at 701 North Santa Anita Avenue, 
Arcadia, CA 91006; lmgerchas@
fs.fed.us, 626–574–5281. For additional 
information related to the project on 
non-NFS lands, contact Mr. Matt 
Knudson, Assistant General Manager, 
Palmdale Water District, 2029 East 
Avenue Q, Palmdale, CA 93550, 
mknudson@palmdalewater.org, (661) 
456–1018. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: 

Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the project is to 
restore the Reservoir to 1992 water 
storage and flood control capacity, and 
maintain that capacity through annual 
sediment removal. The purpose of the 
grade control structure is to allow for 
sediment removal and maintenance of 
reservoir capacity, while preserving 
habitat for the arroyo toad (Anaxyrus 
californicus). The Forest Service also 
has a need to respond to the District’s 

application for a special use 
authorization. 

Proposed Action 
The first component of the proposed 

project is construction of a grade control 
structure, to maintain the elevation of 
the reservoir bed by limiting upstream 
erosion. The grade control structure 
would be buried, with the top flush 
with, or slightly below, the existing 
reservoir bed. This mostly subterranean 
soil cement structure would span 
approximately 260 feet of channel (bank 
to bank) just downstream of Rocky 
Point. The maximum depth of the 
structure would be approximately 80 
feet underground. The subterranean 
portion would extend downstream 
approximately 200 feet (in a downward 
stair-step design). Only the upper lip of 
the structure would be visible when the 
Reservoir level is lowered. 

Upon completion of the grade control 
structure, the District would remove 
approximately 1,000,000 cubic yards 
(CY) of sediment to restore the 1992 
capacity of the Reservoir. This initial 
removal of sediment would occur over 
approximately 10–15 years, between 
September and January each year. The 
final component is to remove annual 
accumulations of approximately 54,000 
CY of sediment to maintain the 
capacity. Temporary annual closure of 
the Reservoir to public access would 
occur after Labor Day until seasonal 
water refill suspends removal efforts 
(estimated between mid-November and 
January). Excavation would occur just 
upstream of Littlerock Dam and extend 
approximately 3,700 feet upstream. The 
District’s contractor would load 
sediment on a truck and transport it 
offsite to District-owned properties or 
locations accepting sediment for 
placement and spreading. These 
properties would be located within, or 
in close proximity to, the city of 
Palmdale. The District would seek reuse 
of the sediment on an annual basis prior 
to permanent disposal. 

Annual restoration efforts would 
begin immediately following 
completion of sediment removal 
activities and would be completed prior 
to opening the Reservoir to public 
access. Disturbed areas outside the 
excavated portion of the Reservoir bed 
would be returned to pre-construction 
conditions or better. Native, locally 
collected plant material would be 
planted in areas where native vegetation 
was disturbed. At the completion of 
annual sediment removal activities, the 
District’s contractor would remove all 
debris and repair project caused damage 
to existing parking areas, access roads, 
and travel paths. 
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Possible Alternatives 
The Forest Service and the District 

have identified the following potential 
alternative to the proposed action: 

No Action Alternative: Project 
activities would not occur and sediment 
would continue to accumulate upstream 
of Littlerock Dam. Reservoir capacity 
would be reduced by approximately 44 
acre-feet annually. In the long term, 
Littlerock Reservoir would fill with 
sediment, eliminating its flood control 
and water storage capacity. 

Alternative 1: Long-Term Closure of 
the Reservoir: The Reservoir would be 
closed to the public for 3–4 years while 
sediment is removed to achieve 1992 
capacity. Capacity for water storage and 
flood control would be achieved more 
quickly, but would result in a longer 
term public closure. Once Reservoir 
capacity has been restored, maintenance 
activities, construction of the grade 
control structure, and short-term, 
seasonal closures would be the same as 
the Proposed Action. 

Alternative 2: Slurry Excavation: 
Slurry and water return pipelines (each 
approximately 6–10 miles long) between 
the Reservoir and disposal quarries 
would be constructed to transport 
sediment off-site. Sediment would be 
disposed at exhausted quarry pits 
within Palmdale along Avenue T, 
approximately 6-miles northeast of the 
Reservoir. Sediment stockpile and 
processing, and water collection and 
pumping facilities would be required at 
the quarry site(s). The feasibility of long- 
term agreements with quarry operators 
and storage capacities of the quarries is 
unknown at this time. Maintenance of 
reservoir capacity and construction of 
the grade control structure would be the 
same as the Proposed Action. 

Responsible Official 
The Forest Service Responsible 

Official for the preparation of the EIS/ 
EIR is Thomas A. Contreras, Forest 
Supervisor, Angeles National Forest, 
701 N. Santa Anita Avenue, Arcadia, CA 
91006. 

Nature of Decision To Be Made 
The Responsible Official will decide 

whether to permit the proposed 
activities on NFS lands, or an 
alternative to the proposed project. If 
approved, the Forest Supervisor will 
also decide what mitigation measures 
and monitoring will be required. The 
Forest Supervisor has authority to 
approve only the portions of the project 
on NFS lands. 

Preliminary Issues 
The EIS/EIR will present analyze the 

environmental impacts of the proposed 

project and the alternatives, and will 
identify mitigation measures to lessen 
environmental impacts. The EIS/EIR 
will focus on issues for which 
potentially significant impacts are 
identified, including: air quality; 
biological resources; cultural resources; 
geology and soils; hazardous materials; 
land use and public recreation; traffic; 
and water resources. 

Permits or Licenses Required 
The Forest Supervisor, Angeles 

National Forest, would issue a Special 
Use Authorization for the proposed 
action or an alternative. Additional 
permits that may be required include: a 
Permit to Operate issued by the 
Antelope Valley Air Quality 
Management District, a National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System 
General Construction Permit issued by 
the Lahontan Regional Water Quality 
Control Board, a Section 404 Permit and 
Section 401 Certification (per the Clean 
Water Act) issued by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, Section 2081 
Incidental Take Permit issued by the 
California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife, and a Streambed Alteration 
Agreement (Section 1602 and 1605 
permits of the California Fish and Game 
Code) issued by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife. Local 
traffic control and encroachment 
permits may be required from the Los 
Angeles County Department of Public 
Works or the California Department of 
Transportation. 

Comment Requested 
This notice initiates the scoping 

process which guides the development 
of the EIS/EIR. The Forest Service and 
the District are seeking public and 
agency comment on the proposed 
project to identify major issues to be 
analyzed in depth and assistance in 
identifying potential alternatives to be 
evaluated. 

The proposed project implements the 
2006 Angeles National Forest Land 
Management Plan, and is subject to 
project level, pre-decisional 
administrative review pursuant to 36 
CFR 218, Subparts A and B. Comments 
received on this notice or in subsequent 
environmental reviews, including 
names and addresses of those who 
comment, will be considered as part of 
the public record on this proposed 
project, and will be available for public 
inspection. Comments submitted 
anonymously will be accepted and 
considered; however, those who submit 
anonymous comments will not have 
standing to object to the subsequent 
decision. Additionally, pursuant to 7 
CFR 1.27(d), any person may request the 

agency to withhold a submission from 
the public record by showing how the 
Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) 
permits such confidentiality. Persons 
requesting such confidentiality should 
be aware that, under the FOIA, 
confidentiality may be granted in only 
very limited circumstances, such as to 
protect trade secrets. The Forest Service 
will inform the requester of the agency’s 
decision regarding the request for 
confidentiality. Where the request is 
denied, the agency will return the 
submission and notify the requester that 
the comments may be resubmitted, 
without names and addresses, within a 
specified number of days. 

Early Notice of Importance of Public 
Participation in Subsequent 
Environmental Review: A Draft EIS/EIR 
will be prepared for comment. The 
comment period on the draft EIS/EIR 
will be 45 days from the date the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
publishes the notice of availability in 
the Federal Register. 

The Forest Service believes, at this 
early stage, it is important to give 
reviewers notice of several court rulings 
related to public participation in the 
environmental review process. First, 
reviewers of the Draft EIS/EIR must 
structure their participation in the 
environmental review of the proposal so 
that it is meaningful and alerts an 
agency to the reviewer’s position and 
contentions. Vermont Yankee Nuclear 
Power Corp. v. NRDC, 435 U.S. 519, 553 
(1978). Also, environmental objections 
that could be raised at the Draft EIS/EIR 
stage but that are not raised until after 
completion of the Final EIS/EIR may be 
waived or dismissed by the courts. City 
of Angoon v. Hodel, 803 F.2d 1016, 
1022 (9th Cir. 1986) and Wisconsin 
Heritages, Inc. v. Harris, 490 F. Supp. 
1334, 1338 (E.D. Wis. 1980). Because of 
these court rulings, it is very important 
that those interested in this proposed 
action participate by the close of the 45- 
day EIS/EIR comment period so that 
substantive comments and objections 
are made available to the Forest Service 
at a time when it can meaningfully 
consider them and respond to them in 
the Final EIS/EIRS. 

To assist the Forest Service in 
identifying issues and concerns on the 
proposed action, comments should be as 
specific as possible. Comments may also 
address the adequacy of the Draft EIS/ 
EIR or the merits of the alternatives 
discussed in the statement. Reviewers 
may wish to refer to the Council on 
Environmental Quality Regulations for 
implementing the procedural provisions 
of NEPA (40 CFR 1503.3) in addressing 
these points. 
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Authority: 40 CFR 1501.7 and 1508.22; 
Forest Service Handbook 1909.15, Section 
22. 

Dated: March 12, 2014. 
Thomas A. Contreras, 
Forest Supervisor. 
[FR Doc. 2014–06011 Filed 3–18–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3410–11–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Forest Service 

Notice of Public Meeting 

AGENCY: Forest Service, USDA. 

ACTION: Notice of public meeting. 

SUMMARY: The Department of 
Agriculture, Forest Service will hold a 
workshop entitled ‘‘Cellulose 
Nanomaterial—A Path Towards 
Commercialization’’ on May 20–21, 
2014 in collaboration with and co- 
sponsored by the National 
Nanotechnology Initiative (NNI). The 
workshop is intended to bring together 
executives and experts from the federal 
government, academia, and private 
sector to identify critical information 
gaps that need to be filled and technical 
barriers that need to be overcome to 
enable the commercialization of 
cellulose nanomaterials. Workshop 
presenters and participants will identify 
pathways for the commercialization of 
cellulosic nanomaterials and the 
workshop will facilitate communication 
across multiple industry sectors; 
between users and cellulose 
nanomaterials producers; and among 
government, academia and industry to 
determine common challenges. An 
important goal of the workshop is to 
identify the critical information gaps 
and technical barriers in the 
commercialization of cellulose 
nanomaterials from the perspective of 
nanocellulose user communities. The 
outcomes of the workshop are expected 
to be used to guide federal government 
and private sector investments in 
nanocellulose research and 
development. The workshop also 
supports the announcement last 
December by USDA Secretary Thomas 
Vilsack regarding the formation of a 
public private-partnership to rapidly 
advance the commercialization of 
cellulose nanomaterials. The USDA 
announcement can be found at: http:// 
www.usda.gov/wps/portal/usda/ 
usdahome?contentid=
2013%2F12%2F0235.xml. 

This workshop also supports the goals 
of the NNI Sustainable 
Nanomanufacturing Signature Initiative. 

DATES: The Workshop will be held 
Tuesday, May 20, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. 
until 5:00 p.m. and on Wednesday, May 
21, 2014 from 8:00 a.m. until 5:00 p.m. 
ADDRESSES: The workshop will be held 
at the USDA Conference & Training 
Center, Patriots Plaza III, 355 E Street 
SW., Washington, DC 20024. 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: For 
information regarding this Notice, 
please contact Cheryl David-Fordyce at 
National Nanotechnology Coordination 
Office, by telephone 703–292–2424 or 
email cdavid@nnco.nano.gov. 
Additional information about the 
meeting, including the agenda, is posted 
at http://www.nano.gov/NCworkshop. 

Registration: Registration opens on 
March 17, 2014 at http://www.nano.gov/ 
NCworkshop. Due to space limitations, 
pre-registration for the workshop is 
required. Written notices of 
participation by email should be sent to 
cdavid@nnco.nano.gov or mailed to 
Cheryl David-Fordyce, 4201 Wilson 
Blvd., Stafford II, Suite 405, Arlington, 
VA 22230. Please provide your full 
name, title, affiliation and email or 
mailing address when registering. 
Registration is on a first-come, first- 
served basis until capacity is reached. 
Written or electronic comments should 
be submitted by email to 
cdavid@nnco.nano.gov until close of 
business April 30, 2014. 

Meeting Accomodations: Individuals 
requiring special accommodation to 
access this public meeting should 
contact Cheryl David-Fordyce 703–292– 
2424 at least ten business days prior to 
the meeting so that appropriate 
arrangements can be made. 

Dated: March 6, 2014. 
Theodore H. Wegner, 
Assistant Director. 
[FR Doc. 2014–05352 Filed 3–18–14; 8:45 am] 

BILLING CODE 3411–15–P 

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 

Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration 

Opportunity for Designation in 
Unassigned Areas of Southeast Texas 

AGENCY: Grain Inspection, Packers and 
Stockyards Administration, USDA. 
ACTION: Notice. 

SUMMARY: The Grain Inspection, Packers 
and Stockyards Administration (GIPSA) 
is asking persons or governmental 
agencies interested in providing official 
services in unassigned areas of 
Southeast Texas to submit an 
application for designation. 

DATES: Applications and comments 
must be received by April 18, 2014. 
ADDRESSES: Submit applications and 
comments concerning this Notice using 
any of the following methods: 

• Applying for Designation on the 
Internet: Use FGISonline (https://
fgis.gipsa.usda.gov/default_home_
FGIS.aspx) and then click on the 
Delegations/Designations and Export 
Registrations (DDR) link. You will need 
to obtain an FGISonline customer 
number and USDA eAuthentication 
username and password prior to 
applying. 

• Submit Comments Using the 
Internet: Go to Regulations.gov (http://
www.regulations.gov). Instructions for 
submitting and reading comments are 
detailed on the site. 

• Mail, Courier or Hand Delivery: 
Dexter Thomas, Acting Chief of Staff, 
USDA, GIPSA, OA, Room 2055–S, 1400 
Independence Avenue SW., 
Washington, DC 20250. 

• Fax: Dexter Thomas, 202–205– 
9237. 

• Email: R.Dexter.Thomas@usda.gov. 
Read Applications and Comments: 

All applications and comments will be 
available for public inspection at the 
office above during regular business 
hours (7 CFR 1.27(c)). 
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT: 
Dexter Thomas, 202–720–6529 or 
R.Dexter.Thomas@usda.gov. 
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: GIPSA 
previously announced an opportunity 
for designation in unassigned areas of 
Southeast Texas in the Federal Register 
on September 27, 2013 (78 FR 59647). 
Applications were due by October 28, 
2013. GIPSA received seven comments, 
representing five grain companies and 
two trade associations. All commenters 
supported Gulf Country Grain 
Inspection Service, Inc. (Gulf Country) 
designation for the geographical area 
announced in the Federal Register on 
September 27, 2013. Five commenters 
specifically recommended that Gulf 
Country’s designation be expanded to 
include the Rio Grande Valley 
geographical area in South Texas. Two 
of those five commenters stated that 
Gulf Country could provide an equal or 
greater level of service at a better cost 
than GIPSA. Accordingly, GIPSA is 
announcing the opportunity for 
designation for unassigned areas of 
Southeast Texas including additional 
geographical area in South Texas. 

Section 79(f) of the United States 
Grain Standards Act (USGSA) 
authorizes the Secretary to designate a 
qualified applicant to provide official 
services in a specified area after 
determining that the applicant is better 
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